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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation Created by the Accumulation of
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in the Territory of the Russian Federation
June 17, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the emergency declared in
Executive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000, with
respect to the risk of nuclear proliferation cre-
ated by the accumulation of a large volume of
weapons-usable fissile material in the territory
of the Russian Federation is to continue be-
yond June 21, 2011.

It remains a major national security goal of
the United States to ensure that fissile material
removed from Russian nuclear weapons pursu-
ant to various arms control and disarmament
agreements is dedicated to peaceful uses, sub-

ject to transparency measures, and protected
from diversion to activities of proliferation con-
cern. The accumulation of a large volume of
weapons-usable fissile material in the territory
of the Russian Federation continues to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to the nation-
al security and foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency declared with respect to the risk of nu-
clear proliferation created by the accumulation
of a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federation
and maintain in force these emergency author-
ities to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 17, 2011.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 18, 2011

Hi, everybody. This Father’s Day weekend,
I’d like to spend a couple of minutes talking
about what’s sometimes my hardest, but always
my most rewarding job: being a dad.

I grew up without my father around. He left
when I was 2 years old, and even though my
sister and I were lucky enough to have a won-
derful mom and caring grandparents to raise
us, I felt his absence. And I wonder what my
life would have been like had he been a greater
presence.

That’s why I try pretty hard to be a good dad
for my own kids. I haven’t always succeeded, of
course. In the past, my job has kept me away
from home more often than I would have liked,

and the burden of raising two young girls some-
times would fall too heavily on Michelle. But
between my own experiences growing up and
my ongoing efforts to be the best father I can
be, I’ve learned a couple of things about what
our children need most from their parents.

First and foremost, they need our time. And
more important than the quantity of hours we
spend with them is the quality of those hours.
Maybe it’s just asking about their day or taking
a walk together, but the smallest moments can
have the biggest impact.

They also need structure, including learning
the values of self-discipline and responsibility.
Malia and Sasha may live in the White House
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these days, but Michelle and I still make sure
they finish their homework, do their chores,
and walk the dog.

And above all, children need our uncondi-
tional love, whether they succeed or make mis-
takes, when life is easy and when life is tough.
And life is tough for a lot of Americans today.

More and more kids grow up without a fa-
ther figure. Others miss a father who’s away
serving his country in uniform. And even for
those dads who are present in their children’s
lives, the recession has taken a harsh toll. If
you’re out of a job or struggling to pay the bills,
doing whatever it takes to keep the kids
healthy and happy and safe can understandably
take precedence over everything else.

That’s why my administration has offered
men who want to be good fathers a little extra
support. We’ve boosted community and faith-
based groups focused on fatherhood, part-
nered with businesses to offer opportunities
for fathers to spend time with their kids at a
bowling alley or a ballpark, and worked with
military chaplains to help deployed dads con-
nect with their children.

We’re doing this because we all have a stake
in forging stronger bonds between fathers and
their children. And you can find out more about
some of what we’re doing at fatherhood.gov.

But we also know that every father has a
personal responsibility to do right by our kids
as well. All of us can encourage our children to
turn off the video games and pick up a book.
All of us can pack a healthy lunch for our son
or go outside and play ball with our daughter.
And all of us can teach our children the differ-
ence between right and wrong and show them
through our own example the value in treating
one another as we wish to be treated.

Our kids are pretty smart. They understand
that life won’t always be perfect, that some-
times, the road gets rough, that even great par-
ents don’t get everything right. But more than
anything, they just want us to be a part of their
lives.

So, recently, I took on a second job: assistant
coach for Sasha’s basketball team. On Sundays,
we’d get the team together to practice, and a
couple of times, I’d help coach the games. And
it was great fun, even if Sasha rolled her eyes
occasionally when her dad voiced his displea-
sure with the refs.

But I was so proud watching her run up and
down the court, seeing her learn and improve
and gain confidence. And I was hopeful that in
the years to come, she’d look back on experi-
ences like these as the ones that helped define
her as a person and as a parent herself.

In the end, that’s what being a parent is all
about: those precious moments with our chil-
dren that fill us with pride and excitement for
their future, the chances we have to set an ex-
ample or offer a piece of advice, the opportuni-
ties to just be there and show them that we
love them.

That’s something worth remembering this
Father’s Day and every day. Thanks, and hap-
py Father’s Day to all the dads out there. Have
a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:10 p.m. on June 17 in the Diplomatic
Reception Room at the White House for
broadcast on June 18. In the address, the Pres-
ident referred to his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 17, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on June 18. 

Statement on the Observance of Juneteenth
June 19, 2011

On this day in 1865, more than 2 years after
President Lincoln signed the Emancipation
Proclamation, the word finally came down to
slaves in Galveston, Texas, that they were free
and entitled to the same “absolute equality of

rights” and “right to property” protected under
law.

It would take many more years and many
more struggles before African Americans re-
ceived full and equal treatment under the law.
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